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Class 3: Introcliuctiorllo Heraldry for Genealogists

OVERVIEW

Presentation (60 mins.)

Flow charts & A Roll of Arms
Case studies
How to Get a Coat of Arms

Q&A (30 mins.)
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Class 3: Introduction to Heraldry for Genealogists

Flow Charts &

A Roll of Arms
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Class 3: Introduction to Heraldry for Genealogists

Researching Armigerous Ancestors:
Flow Chart 1

Subject with associated coat of arms:

Where do you find the arms? book or article | online | artifact
Subject in Roll of Arms? yes | no

Ancestry of subject alleged / discussed? yes | no

If yes, how good is the genealogy? scholarly | unscholarly
Arms said to be used by subject? yes | no

With specifics? yes | no

Other rationale for source displaying arms? yes | no
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Researching Armigerous Ancestors:
Flow Chart 2

Coat of arms used by subject:

Used where? tomb | seal | decorative arts
Appropriate to time period (not anachronistic)? yes | no

Arms blazonable? yes | no (worn / damaged)
Arms match descriptions of artifact? exactly | somewhat | no
Arms match arms in reference works? exactly | somewhat | no
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Researching Armigerous Ancestors:
Flow Chart 3

* Resources: Tier 1: Arms in America
— Committee on Heraldry, Roll of Arms

— Hoffman, Armory of American Families of Dutch Descent
(scholarly survey of arms used in New Netherland and New York)

— American Heraldry Society, “Roll of Early American Arms”
(online meta-index of Bolton, Cozier, Matthews, Vermont, etc.)

— Bolton's American Armory

* Resources: Tier 2: Before Immigration

— For British Isles: Burke General Armory; Dictionary of British
Arms;
Papworth’s Ordinary; visitation sources (session 2 handout)

— For Continental Europe: various sources (session 2 handout)
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Class 3: Introduction to Heraldry for Genealogists

Committee on Heraldry:
Roll of Arms

963 entries to date

1-963: name index on Committee
website (committeeonheraldry.org

1-741: in single-volume Roll of Arms,
2013

1-713: in Register
(at AmericanAncestors.org)

1-378: hand-painted signed Roll of
Arms (at AmericanAncestors.org)

All: committee minutes and case files
have further information

7] Committee on Heraldry

of the New England Historic Genealogical Society

CommitteeOnHeraldry.org

HOME NEWS ABOUT ROLL OF ARMS MODERN ARMS RESOURCES AMERICANANCESTORS

Index to the Roll of Arms

This index provides each subject’s name, year of immigration, nationality, colony or state of residence in America, and entry number in
the Roll of Arms. Nationality and year of immigration, ordinarily not published in the early parts of the Roll, have been supplied here to
better identify the subjects.

Key to immigration date codes: a — arrived in or after that year; b — arrived in or before that year; c — circa or century; d — year of set-
tler's death; g — grant of arms in that year to a colonist already settled here; mg — modern (20th-century) conferral of arms by a foreign
governmental authority to an American (not recorded in the Roll after 1972).

Key to nationality codes: AU — Australia; B — Belgium; C — Canada; E — England; F — France; FI — Finland; G — Germany (or any
German principality); H — Hungary; | — Ireland; LT — Lithuania; LX — Luxembourg; M — Mexico; N — Netherlands (or Low Countries
generally); NO — Norway; O — Austria; P — Poland; R — Russia; S — Scotland; SP — Spain; SV — Sweden; SW — Switzerland; W —
Wales.

Numbering: The Roll has been published down to number 741. Numbers from 742 forward are provisional, pending publication.

Recent additions: A detailed list of entries added to the Roll of Arms in 2020, not yet formally published in the Roll, is included in the
Committee’s

Search:
ROLL & _ GIVEN NAME(S) $ COLONY & YEAR $ ORIGIN &
319 Abbadie (d') Jean Vincent, Baron de Saint-Castin ME 1687 F
168 Abell Robert MA 1630 E
107 Abercrombie John Joseph sC
847 Abney Dannet & brother George VA 1700 b E
023 Adams Rev. Arthur cT mg E
382 Agassiz Jean Louis Rodolphe MA 1873d swW
158 Alexander James N
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Class 3: Introduction to Heraldry for Genealogists

Committee on Heraldry:
Roll of Arms

* 963 entries to date

e 1-963: name index on Committee

website (committeeonheraldry.org A Roll of Arms
Tae CoMMITTEE ON HERALDRY
* 1-741: in single-volume Roll of Arms, S e ¥

* 1-713:1in Register
(at AmericanAncestors.org)

e 1-378: hand-painted signed Roll of
Arms (at AmericanAncestors.org)

Eorrep sy Henry L. P. Becxwrmo

 All: committee minutes and case files
have further information
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ommittee on Heraldry:

Roll of Arms

* 963 entries to date

* 1-963: name index on Committee
website (committeeonheraldry.org

1932]

* 1-741: in single-volume Roll of Arms,
2013

* 1-713: in Register
(at AmericanAncestors.org)

e 1-378: hand-painted signed Roll of
Arms (at AmericanAncestors.org)

 All: committee minutes and case files
have further information

A Second Roll o

1932] A Second Roll of Arms 263

84. Smarm, William (“ angier”). St. George's Manor, Brookhaven,
Long Island, New York.

Arms: Silv;r a chevron between three griffin's heads couped
le.

85. Heartrcors, Caleb. Scarsdale, Westchester County, New York.
Arms:  (old) Silver three roundles vert each charged with a
cross gold.
(new) Ermine — otherwise the same.
Crest: On a crown azure between two wings ermine a roundle
as in the arms.
86. Cmauncy, Rev. Charles. Cambridge, Massachusetts,
Arms: Gules a cross patonce silver on a chief azure a lion
passant gold.
DunLey, Gov. Thomas. Roxbury, Massachusetts.
Arms: Gold a lion vert a crescent for difference.
88. Leeps, Thomas. Monmouth County, New Jersey.
Arms:  Silver a fess between three eagles gules,

89. WesseLmoert, Dr. Wilhelm. Bath and Allentown, Pennsylvania,

and Brattleboro, Vermont. Dr. Robert. Brattleboro, Vermont,

Jean Gustaf. Hoboken, New Jersey. Johann Georg. Philadel-

phia, Pennsylvania, and St. Louis, Missouri. Carl Friedrich. New

York, New York, and St. Louis, Missouri. Edward Charles, Phil-
adelphia, Pennsylvania. Emma Louise. Davenport, Iowa.

Arms:  Per chevron gules and gold a griffin’s head erased sable

between three roses counterchanged all seeded silver,

those in chief barbed silver and that in base barbed

gold.

Crest: Between a pair of wings, the dexter per fess gules and
gold the sinister in reverse tinctures, a rose gules
barbed and seeded proper.

90. Siemers, Maria Auguste. New York, New York.

Arms: Gules in chief a demi-star of eight points and a de-
crescent conjoined palewise gold in base a squared
stone silver.

Crest: Between a pair of horns the dexter per fess gules and
gold, the sinister in reversed tinctures a demi-star and
decrescent as in the arms,

91. BRENTON, Jahleel, Post Captain, R. N. Newport, Rhode Island.

Arms: Gules a lion with two tails between three martlets silver
on a canton gold the stern of a ship of the line proper.

Crest: Within a naval crown gold the circle inscribed with the
word “SeaRTAN” a swan silver guity gules. [This
crest is restricted to the line of Capt. Jahleel Brenton,
the other descendants of his grandfather Jahleel Bren-
ton using the swan without the crown.)

92. Rutmerruro, Walter, Perth Amboy, New Jersey.

Arms: Silver a voided escutcheon gules in chief three martlets

sable,
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ommittee on Heraldry:
Roll of Arms

* Earliest published entries
not detailed

* Some painted certificates
(1-378) include more detai
than published entry

* Newer entries (685- ) have
more detail

* Newest entries (742- ), to
appear 2022, footnoted

A Roll of Arms, Eleventh Part 23

67 The arms were granted to Thomas Laurence, goldsmith of Lon-
don, by William Dethick, Garter, in 1594. The immigrant’s father ap-
pears on the pedigree submitted when the arms were entered at the
1634 visitation of Buckinghamshire.

776. PLOWDEN, Sir Edmund (1590-1659), of co. Northampton, England; to
Virginia, 1641
Arms: Azure a fess dancetty of two upward points terminating in fleurs-
de-lys gold.
Discussion: Sir Edmund was the recipient of a 1634 charter from Charles
I to establish a proprietary colony. which Plowden called New Albion,
between Long Island and the mouth of Delaware Bay. He came to
Virginia in 1641 intending to use it as a base to launch his proposed
settlement. The enterprise was ill-equipped, under-funded. badly led,

and strongly opposed by the Swedes and Dutch who were already con-
tending among themselves for control of the Delaware Valley. After
several failed attempts, Plowden gave up and returned to England

52 A Roll of Arms, Elevent The Plowden arms are of medieval origin and were confirmed to

Copley

Fennings

Plowden

the settler’s great-grandfather, Humphrey Plowden of Plowden. Sir
Edmund displayed them on his seal as proprictor of New Albion, im-
paled with a coat he had devised to serve as the arms of the province.”

777. WILLOUGHBY, Henry (1626-1685), of Stewkley, Buckinghamshire,
England: to Old Rappahannock [now Northumberland] Co., Virginia, 1675
Arms: Gold fretty azure.
Crest: A Saracen’s head affronty couped at the shoulders proper crowned
gold.
Discussion: Dr. Henry Willoughby was the son of Edward Willoughby
and great-grandson of the 2nd Baron Willoughby of Parham. He set-
tled at Hull’s Creck in Old Rappahannock County by 1675. At his

773 death he left a son, Henry, in England, and a daughter, Rebecca in

apentuse, Biographical Dictionary of the Maryland Legislature [note 62, 2:519.

58 Foster and Rylands, Grantees of Arms . . . 1o the End of the Seventeenth Century [note
37), 151, W. H. Rylands, The Visitation of the County of Buckingham, 1634, Harleian Soc., 58
(London, 1909), 80-81. John Burke and J. Bernard Burke, Genealogical and Heraldic Hi;
1y of the Extinct and Dormant Baronetcies of England, Scotland, and Ireland, 2nd ed. (Lon-
don, 1841), 300, attribute a different coat to the Iver baronets, with the chief gules a leopard
gold, but this by a different family of the name:

% William G. Stanard, Some Emigrants to Virginia (Richmond, 1911), 68; J. H. Lea and J.
R. Hutchinson, “Clues from English Archives,” NYGBR 40(1909):80-84; F. W. Kittermas-
ter, Shropshire Arms and Lineages (Shrewsbury, 1869), 55
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Committee on Heraldry:
Roll of Arms

* 963 entries to date » 16.
Polles.

e 1-963: name index on Committee

website (committeeonheraldry.org Hodiyt :
. . JSoseph Bolles
 1-741: in single-volume Roll of Arms, it b ol o W
2013 g
* 1-713:1n Register i
(at AmericanAncestors.org) ""
Crest
* 1-378: hand-painted signed Roll of
Arms (at AmericanAncestors.org) 53 O e

Sharles ANerton Cushman
ot /,,,‘,/m//'/, Criirmenciy of 77 & regerte’ . oot s

 All: committee minutes and case files
Broved anﬁjﬁegistcch

have further information g
P PR S, 40 e ¢
0 BliMieinty)]
Ad3itions i‘:—_"‘ !’.E‘:’ ) t' Committes on T[:ct‘s\lbrg
Sec Vol igre”
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Committee on Heraldry:
Roll of Arms

* 963 entries to date

* 1-963: name index on Committee
website (committeeonheraldry.org

* 1-741: in single-volume Roll of Arms,
2013

* 1-713:1in Register
(at AmericanAncestors.org)

* 1-378: hand-painted signed Roll of
Arms (at AmericanAncestors.org)

 All: committee minutes and case files
have further information

tpe dlnner walcn followed the méechbing the Secretary was
purlte t.:'u telepnong with tos oegsacs that & specisl dellvery

.'1,;.10 ; baen recalved at his house contelnlng an spplicstlicn
?‘;;-.sl‘ “;.”wauor: of the Erldger urme; #8 tne pepers were atb
Ly the Im:“ms was re-convened st 8.45 P,¥, for tne conslasra-

ﬂsrd ;'}"ms gpplication for reglstration of tas arms of
pon Y
" john, of Fortamoutn, New Heupauirs es 4srly ag 1698, sp-
AINER U surveyor iﬁo?“ Her lajesty's foods on tae Continent of
mn .
Tartn “fiffc: ihuvron engrallgd ------ D¢ tWedn LOred Hea-crans
L L L (Tos tinetures urd uninown; Burke's Arwory 80SWS
the f1leld ailver, tins crpba gules, snd tos coevron eltner
ple or azure.) o
b ygs on 4 sesl of tus soove arma by Jobn brldger, upon a
Svlddﬂ-‘il duted L71ll, Ln the poseessign of 5t.Faul's Epiacopal
J'ot:Jﬂ_J"“m gewburyport, Messscoisetis, ol whicn & pactoprapn ls
courch 8 “ihe spplication; vbove the snleld there appesrs a
fhles N emoling 8 scullop shsll, nings down, but tals is prob-
f&'{'m’, ornument and not a crest (in spite of 1t syident ap-
ably N teness to toe orua).
B t: Chsrles C. Stockasn, 2d., 153 Higa Strest, Newwuryport,
P-p.gﬁ,-gcn'.tﬁul.t.&. .
geslon: tols 48 8 clear prime-facle csss in favor of & clalim.
o pratty safely b¢ sssussd thet the field ie silver snd toe
orabe gules but the questlon of the eolor of toe cnevron must be
1sft in sbeysnes, 1f tne Comaitteq ls to be metlculous; but t_.:tz
applicent, well-known to b8 8n accursis investigator, oas sdded:
o identificatisn of John Eridg.r of Fortsmoutn witn tins famlly
of Gloucestersnire or Sussex has besn made, but there axists a
probability that he wss of the Eridgers of Werulngauret, now rap-
resente ! by ths Shiffners, whose present represantatlve is a Sir
John Eridgar Soiffnar. The tinctures are fixed for Lpe aras, only
one vurlatlon, & cncvron blus, being récordsd parsntpmetleally in
Eurke". Tone well-known fect tost blud and blacg sre ol'lén con-
fused in heraldry, snd toe fact that the blue enévron 1ls found
only in psrentnesis, mekes 1t safe to record tae srug as Sllver
% chevron esble between three ses-crabs gules. N.B. On toe agal
81l tna crgus sre represanted as sesn froma bove and facing to
the dextip.
ketion: KCCEFTED snd glyen the ssrial number 287.

. The meeting wae finslly and irrevoceply sdjourndd at 8.55 P.M,
i-'l{“ Bade i1 possible for the members to get to bed at 1.00 A.M.
“8tern Standerd Tims or 2.00 A4,M. Daylignt Ssving Tima.

yomn.c oy

Sedretery.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 13




Class 3: Introduction to Heraldry for Genealogists

American Ancestors:
Gore Roll database

* Famous early Boston heraldic
manuscript, early 18" century

* Only ca. 100 entries

* Limited to arms of prominent New
Englanders (Bostonians) of the early

h ‘ .
18™ century e e
i 21'7‘: ﬁ{”j{ﬁ'a /&C w(‘gﬂ-ar?—/ff? il JJ! 3

5 ﬁ/ s Lhasietnss il il I Pertnl 779 18

e Can be consulted as a database

* Worth checking for New England
colonists

* Some Gore Roll entries are in Roll of
Arms; some are not
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QUESTIONS?
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Case Studies
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Simple case: Hugh Brent

Hugh Brent book, 1939

No source of arms
Ancestry unknown
Old arms (in DBA, 15th c.)

Other Va. Brents (Giles Brent
etc.) have royal descents but no
known connection to Hugh

Use of arms is dead end

Typical for book published

1930s or earlier

The Descendants of

Hugh Brent
IMMIGRANT TO ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY, VIRGINIA

AND SOME ALLIED FAMILIE
Curp, Doscert, Epmonps, FLeer, Lawson, N
& Ware. Also Lineages of BEneTHLAND, BERM

Bunting, HaTHAWAY, NEVIL, NEWTON
Savace & Vaucuan Families

AND Notes rrom some DIARITES [1793-1

oF THE Piedmont section oF Virginia
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Simple case: John Whittlesey

Tue WHITTLESEY FAMILY

Brown-Pratt book, 2013

ESEY FAMILY settled in Saybrook, Connecticut, andvis ancestral to Mi?mﬂ
ably at least three unique ways. Based on extensive research, the lincag)
re differs from previously published genealogies. : : .
nerations of the family contained notable seafarers, mdudmg .the priv:
ittlesey, as well as—in the nineteenth century—talented musicians.

* No source of arms

Ancestry of immigrant —
admitted unknown g |

Whittelsey Whittlesen

Whittlesey coat of arms.

e Use of arms is dead end

; % land, i
o e -ideeshire, ENg
"LES ok ~rhaps in Cambridg Zad
ESEY was born, perhay 4 ¢ the presence £

* Modern genealogical
works should not do this!

Christopher C. Child, Patricia Law Hatcher, FASG, FGsP,
and Kelvin L. Meyers
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Gov. Thomas Welles

Welles Family reunion booklet, 1937 i
(descendants of Gov. Thomas Welles of
Connecticut) Ao

* Arms: on a cross a sun in splendor and
in dexter chief a lion rampant

* Dict. British Arms (pre-1530): no arms
like this, but other Welles arms (lion
rampant)

* Burke, General Armory; HSP Grantees
of Arms: this coat granted 1614 to
“George or Thomas” Welles of Gaius
College, Cambridge

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 19
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Gov. Thomas Welles

Matthews’ American Armoury (1907)

* Arms: a lion rampant and on a chief two rings

interlaced

* This coat granted to a

minister in Devonshire
in 1830...

* Sun on cross arms
assigned in Matthews to
another American Wells . . .

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

Hrmorial EDdenda.

WELLES.
Governor TrHomas \VELLES, 1508-

1660, of Westershfield, Conn.,1635,
son of Thomas Welles, Merchant,
of London, and of Essex, England.
Arnis—Or, a lion rampant double
queued sable, on a chicf gules two
annulets interlaced of the field.
Crest—Out of a mural crown a demi-
lion, double queued sable, holding
between the paws two annulets

nterlaced.
WELLS.
Esenezer \WELLS, of Brattlebore',
Vermont, 1750.
Arms—OQOr, on a cross sable a sun in
full splendour, in the first quarter
a lion rampant of the second.
(rest—A unicorn’s head erased azure,
crined armed and  ducally
crowned or, between two wings
of the last.

20
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Gov. Thomas Welles

Thomas Welles (d. 1666): what is known:

* Ancestry known for 3—-4 generations,
but no visitation gentry connection

* No entry in Roll of Arms

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

Flrmyg

\WELLH

(rovernor

h, double queucd sable, holding
etween the paws two annulets

mterlaced.
WIBILILS,

EBENeEzER \WELLS, of Brattleboro’,
Vermont, 1730.

Arims—Or, on a cross sable a sun in
tull splendour, in the first quarter
a lion rampant of the second.

(rest—A unicorn’s head erased azure,
crined armed and  ducally
crowned or, between two wings
of the last.

21
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i |

Gov. Thomas WeI[g§ |

s B oo . Anowno vt ot Men By Fhafe %ﬂhmi‘swu'ﬂ?ﬂ
W 1 6 6 6 . h t . L ool oF tavtforh Jn Hin diaje Coltrny o Contihicok I Koms

[homas Welles (d. ): what is known: = @i¥naeiardmaic

off- HarkforB abovy . WA o rVay from Sayh Land fo sAe Comment

F gk ooy n 3ay8 Hockanuwn pm;.m, as o ffo ot o (o § Havds

. ABeo1voB, From Copt Jonatfan Bl of Harbfor8 obon
. a8 w8 pbiculorly rvilliapsar fiy o Nesd Ginen moe

TR Sayb (ap’ Buit IAS abovafoyd {ond, 49 affo Giox Diver

}W '5 ’gs‘!-' GBS y,‘:;h}z,:;ﬁ lé;:mlu n;c:,lo 29

° t . L 10 ok S5 aor G arsoh % Con ool sind Bov By
documented arms: a gr andson used O R ML e
ul?. ons (orharnd 7950 0% IParcol off Grafs {orR d’ft’! g7 HR0 S50k

 moabow. g IRP oF¢ Up off Horhford , Contarn /gw-h‘y
on a sea s)— e W A
. O iZcad ol 72 o
b i Jnlﬂsa': and g .'&a'mﬁﬁ; (II”M _molh,;/;g“i )fpx%’%’?
v ooty DEDdacob, dnb sagh on o AR rvay {se8mg from Harlfors
#rrdighd ma;: e Mz":-’m sran Bulf Hs Hayres Excocubors
F Jon )
g M‘M}!Mr’ or A, 4 .44 ”‘a ‘ptmdd'a Hovfh ufe o 7%}
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rofr TV, 7 CELE
s sy of s 80 Siree B S i ot

<« . C 9 : J10200f fob Sn0%. yosRovt any Sovetion
a stripey thing running from upper R

(farrrrig ox oy or IgRI Lo fulty (farmd ¥

1 ey - :
left to lower right and three crows on it” e
91 | Sarnuif? wofts HeB Govk Aght and Lasvfull IHE, :}q;z

’ pdigs 70 uBLi gus AS #btfnyz“ o8 5o 1 |
! {:“W Y ,n‘_‘,/t,.a 44: Conpizm m£ Maru[m
S oM To yriy Hanh and Soats Ffiis FrootwotR Doy off August,

—not like either attributed coat; not like e el e,

o [ 8, ":’ﬁ?fﬁ”";‘:}% U e Attt | 4 4
any known English Wells coat PR el
Tt fuin Doy |

,’wa/&mﬁﬁ,@,%&

%

R

Sar ueflyss
- V.
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Gov. Thomas Welles

Thomas Welles (d. 1666):
what is known:

 Arms of a Connecticut Wells not
known to be related: Noah Wells
(flourished 1790s), from an
engraved bookplate

* Unique design, not associated with ;
any other known Wells/Welles
coats

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Gov. Thomas Dudley

e Father’s parentage 4 ¢ gt o
unknown 2 ot |

* Used arms on seal of his 2

. / Wy dd i vl .
o34 Y A Rl YUMWEWN LSO = QUAL Yuly
7 -
g & f

Old arms of baronial S e —— —
e 1e third seal 1n the series of our
Sutton-Dudleys S

2bf Thomas Dudley, copied from the o
will in 1654.

* A lion rampant and
a crescent—for cadency?

Of his pedigree little is known, althou

n a book on the subject published in

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 24
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Gov. Thomas Dudley

* Son Joseph Dudley (also
governor) used different
armorial seal: arms with lion
double-tailed and no crescent;
also in Gore Roll

* Q1I: does either coat of arms, or
both, contribute evidence to
understand Dudley’s ancestry?

* (Q2: what arms can we consider

“his”?

9 (1//4 7 /1) St
¢ 0%
£ g /0 vy {’z’%'}’:fl‘;

P g e o L = e — g

lthe series of our G

copied from the o

Of his pedigree little is known, althou

n a book on the subject published in

. Vo Jin | " Vi | s |
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Gov. Thomas Dudley

* Marshall Kirk asked: would
an upright man (not a fool
or liar) have used these
arms that did not belong to

him by descent?

* Dudley is in the Roll of

Arms

‘Eublsa.

Erms of Bovernor

%ﬁumaﬁ jBuh[eg
?f (’j{/o‘)&(){nfy, cﬂfwao&wydﬁ

Blazon

~ EhenPutnam

ﬂStovaB and jﬁegisterea
o e )
SVoes S 7 Jor) i
5

Cre e P rr o —
/
ZLdditions Committee on Theraldey
See Yol I _ful r727
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Bridger (N.H. and Virginia)

1939 Roll of Arms entry for John
Bridger based on seal use: “prima
facie case”

* Ancestry unknown: “presumably
of co. Sussex, England”

e Arms in a visitation of Sussex

e Seal on a 1711 document from
Newburyport, Mass.

e Virginia family, same generation,
also used seal
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Bridger

Hrems of Jobn Bridger t

presumaé{y of coSedssex, Lrglard;
of (@or[\x‘mou[ﬁ,(%wg@mpd‘furq as
ear{y as 1698; appointed c}&rv—cj{or of

all Her Majesty's Woods o the Continent
af TVortbh America 7705,

Blazon

Silver a chevron engrailed sable

betreen three sea-crabs_gudes.

¢rest

ﬁppﬁc ant

Charles C. Stockmar 2°, C%’wéu}fyparl‘, Massackesetts.
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)
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Bridger (N.H. and Virginia)

-
P

Use of arms of Sussex Bridgers:

* John Bridger, seal ona 1711

document from Newburyport, Mass.

* Joseph Bridger (d. 1686), of Isle
of Wight Co., Va., same arms on
his wine-bottle seals (recently

excavated)

* Both should be considered equally

4 P . N . ]
ADifplay of Heialdry. - Se&t. III,‘
He beareth, Argent, & Cheuron ngrailed, babl%be-

tween three Sea crabs,Gules, by the name ;)‘f fr: ﬁcr,
[cis an obfervation amonglt Fifberssen, that when
the AMoon is in her Decrement OF Wane (as v;le com-
monly call it) thefefort of Fifbes have lict etorf no
fubftance atall in them,which moveth them g lc:r.
bear to fifp for themin that feafon, in regarr rha:
the Moon is the paturall a_nd fecondary caufe, t l?t
the Crabs of the Sea :m): either full and plum, orelle
» heare and (after a fort) emply. - .

Theclawes of the{'lore-feet of this fort of fifh are called jgrup::a (l::z};bcx;
o ancrorim, of forceps, which fignifieth 4 paireof '[m:ig;1 olrd ;‘:[‘te 5 ot fuch
ke, alluding to their quality, which 1s to pinch and ho

ver they do feizeupon, =\ Efealloo shell. Gules, by the
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potentially entitled to these arms 258
by descent, but in both cases no

parentage is known

e (Coatin 1666 ed. of Guillim
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Class 3: Introduction to Heraldry for Genealogists

Allen-Bassett (Surry Co., Virginia)
Armorial tomb, 1744, Allen impaling Bassett
* Neither side matches known English arms

* Engrailed partition line, Allen;
chief (and crescent), Bassett
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Allen-Bassett (Surry Co., Virginia)

* (Guillim, 1724, has plain
chevron line for Allens in
different county from known
father of Allen immigrant;
medieval baronial Basset
coat is barry wavy)

e American reference works
(like Crozier’s Virginia
Heraldica) blazoned this
tomb to match the known
English coats, ignoring the
differences

o b
._cfif‘srgut S?Jﬂ?&m‘&"bt by
eche —  Baffeck,

Fobn and Francis. y

He beare

Chevron G
?{iﬂe, in Chie
eads erafedys S A

Name of Aﬂea‘hﬁr R \?__'I% !‘?’E}'
did_belong el Set Clbiclas
of Utoxeter inuenillg Z 08 %m-enr 4.3
ty of Stafford,and to Fran-
¢is Allen of London, Mer-
chane, his =
to Richard Allen of Bretford in
Derby and his Brother Thomas, S{ |
Allen of Utoxerer, which Willsa
Thomas Allen of Newbold, Father ™
lem of Vtoxeter, Father of the f ' 5

Nore, That the Predeceffors o
of Newbold were feated in this C
Garring-hall for two, and at Buc
Generation.
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Use of arms in America: room for a
scholarly project

* Online availability of older works of local history allows for more
systematic collection of evidence of armorial usage (if we ignore
falsely attributed arms)

* Gravestones: new availability of gravestone images on findagrave is a
good example

* Armorial seals on documents are earliest and largest repository of
armorial usage in colonial era (conventional image sets insufficient)

* Decorative arts (like Coles” watercolors, embroideries, etc.) can be
added to visual database for 18™ century, but 18®™-century usage
increasingly corrupted by same-name arms
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Armorial seals on deeds
* need raking light

* microfilm scanning
or overhead imaging
for text insufficient

 Gov. Thomas Dudley:
Y The third seal in the series of our G

1865 engraVIIlg and pf Thomas Dudley, copied from the o
will in 1654.

original will from
microfilm set

Of his pedigree little is known, althou}

n a book on the subject published in

T |
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Armorial seals on deeds

eI t(li, oy /77L)

<

7?21 Lg!lL ..q‘ I(}:?rzl

* need raking light

* microfilm scanning or
overhead imaging for
text insufficient

* John Giffard
(Lynn, Mass.):
1686 will (B/W)
and 1681 letter
(color)
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Key concepts—reprise
1. Flow chart allows systematic assessment of what one can glean

from coats of arms associated with an ancestor

2. Ignore “arms of the name” ornamenting poor genealogies; instead

rely in the first place on the Roll of Arms and similar works

3. For arms as actually used, begin with a careful description; beware
anachronisms; and be conservative about using such arms as

evidence of genealogical connections

4. Even without resolving a genealogical puzzle, arms enrich what

we know of our ancestors and how they perceived themselves
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QUESTIONS?
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How to Get a Coat of Arms
Helpful Hints for Americans




Class 3: Introduction to Heraldry for Genealogists

What We'll Cover
* The legal stuff

* Grants (and equivalent) from foreign
heraldic authorities

* Doing it yourself—or with help
* What to consider

* Tips on design

* Putting the new arms on record

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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The Legal Stuff

* The legal value of any coat of arms depends on:
— The laws of the place it was created

— The laws of the place where it’s used

* A grant of arms confers rights that are enforceable
in the country of origin

* These rights are usually not recognized—and
therefore don't exist—in other countries

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Foreign Grants for Americans

* Grants
— College of Arms (England)
— Lyon Office (Scotland)
— Office of the Chief Herald of Ireland
— Chief Herald of Malta
— Others

* Official registrations/certifications
— South Africa

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Foreign Grants: Why?

* Plausible reasons
— Expecting to use the arms in the granting country

— Member of an organization that restricts heraldic display to
officially granted arms

— Possibility of “extended destination” to encompass wider
family

— Emotional connection to ancestral homeland
— Assurance of original, high-quality design

* Dubious reasons
— Assuming arms is illegal
— Granted arms are more “real”
— A grant of arms confers gentle or noble status

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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College of Arms (England)

Organization

* Corporate body established 1484 bringing together
royal “Kings, Heralds and Pursuivants of Arms”

* College consists of up to 13 (currently nine) officers

— Three kings of arms (Garter, Clarenceux, Norroy &
Ulster)

— Up to six heralds (currently four)
— Up to four pursuivants (currently two)

* Headed by Garter Principal King of Arms under
general supervision of the Earl Marshal of England

* Kings of arms make grants to “eminent” persons by
warrant of the Earl Marshal
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College of Arms (England) |
Process ‘“

* Grants to Americans and others not subjects of the
Queen are honorary

— Eligibility requires proven descent from a British
subject through either male or female lines

* Official certification of right to existing arms requires
recording a pedigree proving male line descent

* Either process begins by approaching an officer of
arms, who becomes the agent for the case

* Current fee for a grant: £6,700 ($8,980)
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English Honorary Grant of Arms
(John McC. Shannon)

W AL L AN D Sl N L?"L”_.’J‘R o vl tliese Presents shdl
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Lyon Office (Scotland)
Organization

* More commonly called “Lyon Court” because of
parallel judicial functions

* Office consists of Lord Lyon King of Arms, Lyon
Clerk, and a small staff

— Funded by Scottish government with costs partially
recovered by fees

* New arms granted to “virtuous and well-deserving”
persons meeting eligibility criteria
— Scottish domicile or significant property ownership
— Most Commonwealth citizens of Scottish descent
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Lyon Office (Scotland)
Process

* Americans of Scottish descent can petition on behalf of
male-line ancestor in Britain or colonies

— Grant is to the ancestor, not the applicant
— No concept of honorary arms as in England

— Descendants from junior lines must then rematriculate the newly
granted arms with difference (additional fee)

* Male line descendants of people entitled to Scottish arms get a
matriculation rather than a new grant

* Process begins with a petition addressed to Lord Lyon

* Current fees for shield and crest:
— Grant: £2,825 ($3,785)
— Matriculation: £1,435 ($1,918)
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Scottish Grant of Arms
(Luther Powell, father of Gen. Colin Powell)

TO ALLAND SUNDRY WHOM ESE PRESENT
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Scottish Extract of Matriculation

EXTIRALT of AVATRUCLLILATION of the Armes of STEIHEN JAMES FIT7ZHERBERT MOWMAN
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Matriculation Entry in Lyon Register
(Mary Coleman Livingston Delafield, 1916)

Wiiolress Wlarny Colemane Lovingslosy o (71'41//% ol i o Pomtion
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Chief Herald of Ireland

Organization

* Republican successor (1943) to Ulster King of
Arms (created 1552)

* Also known as the Genealogical Office, part of the
National Library of Ireland

— Repository of original records of Ulster Oftice

* Empowered by Irish Government to grant arms,
1943; reaffirmed by statute, 1997

* Funded by Irish government with costs partially
recovered by fees
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Chief Herald of Ireland
Process

 Grants made to Irish citizens and residents and
others with substantial connections to Ireland

— For Americans this is typically genealogical,
through either male or female lines

* Process begins with submission of application
form and payment of deposit

— A staff herald is then assigned to work with the
applicant on the design

e Current fee : €4,400 ($5,050)
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Irish Grant of Arms
(President John F. Kennedy)
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Irish Grant of Arms
(as Recorded) (Edsel Ford Il)
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South African Bureau of Heraldry
Organization and Process
Established 1963 by act of parliament

Part of National Archives and Records Service

— Staffed by civil servants

— National Herald, Assistant National Herald, 2-3 artists, and
administrative assistant

Registers arms and related symbols for all comers
— Applicant can register own design if it meets heraldic standards
— Or SABH will assist in design process

— Arms published in register—available online

Fee for shield and crest (2011): R5,915 ($328)
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South African Registration Certificate
for a citizen of the Philippines
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Assuming Arms on Your Own

How?

* Study heraldry books—not just the text, but the
pictures

* Get involved in heraldry groups on social media

* Contact an organization that provides heraldic
design advice

 Hire a heraldic artist—but check the reviews first

* Start sketching ideas and ask for feedback
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Design Guidelines for Americans (I)

Keep it simple enough to be recognized at a distance
or at small scale; less is more

Ensure that it can be accurately reproduced from a
written blazon without an illustration to work from

Compose a single unified design, not several distinct
designs combined by marshaling

Limit yourself to the classical heraldic tinctures and
use as few of them as poss1ble

— Minimize use of “proper” charges

Respect the spirit of the tincture rule
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Design Guidelines for Americans (ll)

* Charges on the shield should be recognizable in
silhouette form and all placed in the same plane

* Avoid different charges symbolizing the same idea; try
to represent several ideas with a single charge

* Shun hackneyed, stereotyped allusions—a shamrock
for Irish ancestry, a rose for English

* Choose a crest that could realistically be mounted on
top of a helmet

* Remember that it isn't entirely about you, but about
your descendants as well
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Armorial Design
Before and After Examples

Diocese of Vermont
(Episcopal)

21st U.S. Infantry
Regiment
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Sources of Design Ideas

* Puns on family name—time-honored
heraldic tradition

 Family history, such as:
— An ancestor’s most notable achievement
— A turning point in the family’s fortunes

* Emblems of patron saints or other
admired figures

e Unusual

| personal interests, occupation, or

accomp!

ishments

* Arms used by other families of the name

©New England Historic Genealogical
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Registering Arms: Pros

* Force yourself to stabilize the design
* Validate the quality of the design
 Establish a date certain for the arms” adoption

 Provide a record from which descendants and
relatives can later find the arms

* Prevent unintentional usurpation

* Provide an example for future designers
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Registering Arms: Cons

* Widespread publication can make arms more
vulnerable to usurpation

* Varying reputations of registries

— Beware of affiliations with self-styled orders of
chivalry, bogus royal pretenders, promises of noble
status

— Watch out for scams

* Is the price of registration worth the benefit?
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Recording/Registering Arms in America

e Committee on Heraldry, NEHGS (1864)

— Recording of assumed arms began 1934
— Thus far assumed arms have not been published

* Augustan Society (1957)
— Registrations began 1966; 400 coats to date
— Published in Augustan Society Roll of Arms

* American College of Heraldry (1972)

— > 1,000 coats published in 17 installments of Heraldic Register
of America

— New registrations published online

« U.S. Heraldic Registry (2005)

— Internet-based registration service—no fee to register verbal
blazon online

— Small volunteer staff overwhelmed by demand; acceptance of
new applications currently suspended

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 63



Class 3: Introduction to Heraldry for Genealogists

Some Foreign Options

* Deutsche Wappenrolle -
(Der Herold, Berlin)

* Conseil Francais d' Héraldique

* Nederlands College Heraldiek

» Skandinavisk Vapenrulla
(Scandinavian Heraldry Society)

* The Armorial Register (UK)
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QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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Introduction to Heraldry for Genealogists 2021

Welcome!

Thank you for registering for the online course, Introduction to Heraldry for Genealogists!

Heraldry is an ancient and compelling visual expression of personal and family identity. Heraldry can also be a useful lens through
which to view or research family history.

In this three-week course, you will gain a systematic historical, visual, and textual introduction to heraldry and a coat of arms; a
familiarity with the most important types of heraldic art, artifacts, and evidence coming from different heraldic traditions; and specific
research tools and methods for evaluating heraldic evidence in the context of family history.

Instructors Joseph McMillan and Nathaniel Taylor are members of the Committee on Heraldry of NEHGS, a group of specialist staff
and volunteers concerned with the study of heraldry since 1864.

This course includes three 90-minute classes; exclusive access to handouts and recordings of each presentation; and in-depth Q&A
sessions with the instructors. This program will be hosted via Zoom. Access information will be sent to participants prior to the first
broadcast.

AmericanAncestors.org/education/online-classes/heraldry-course-2021
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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